GIVING BACK 


NFL’s Julian Stanford returns to 
Bloomfield to donate 150 turkeys. B1 


MENENDEZ MISTRIAL 
The bribery trial of Sen. Menendez 


ends with a deadlocked jury. A3 will rejoin the team Nov. 27. Cl 
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MARSHALL TO RETURN 
Central coach Donyell Marshall 


SUNNY FRIDAY ** 
-@- Sunny, breezy, with 
e^ highs in the 40s. A2 
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ANTHEM-HARTFORD HEALTHCARE DISPUTE 


Legislature Schedules Hearing 


Insurance Panel Invites Both Parties, Public To Testify 


By RUSSELL BLAIR 


rblair@courant.com 


HARTFORD — The General Assem- 
bly’s insurance committee will hold a 
hearing later this month on the ongoing 
contract dispute between Hartford 
HealthCare and Anthem Blue Cross Blue 
Shield. 

Executives from both companies have 


been invited to testify. Members of the 
public will also have an opportunity to 
comment at the Nov. 28 hearing. 

“The inability of these companies to 
reach an agreement has had a significant 
impact on many Connecticut families for 
the last seven weeks,” said state Rep. Sean 
Scanlon, D-Guilford and co-chair of the 
committee. “I think the public deserves 
answers as to why this dispute is still 


ongoing and I look forward to helping 
them get those answers.” 

Tens of thousands of Connecticut 
residents who have Anthem insurance 
have been facing higher, out-of-network 
rates at Hartford HealthCare facilities 
since their previous contracted ended on 
Sept. 30. Some patients are delaying 


HEARING, A4 


COLORS OVER HARTFORD 


CLOE POISSON | CPOISSON@COURANT.COM 


A REWARD AFTER THE RAIN 


A RAINBOW appeared over Hartford late Thursday afternoon as rain showers moved through the state. Friday is expected to 
by sunny and breezy, with highs in the 40s. More rain could douse the state Saturday afternoon into Sunday, though. Forecast, 


Page A2 and at courant.com. 


FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 2017 


CONGRESS 


u 
Pass 
House 


Struggle Likely 
In Senate As 
Support Wanes 


By MIKE DEBONIS 
and DAMIAN PALETTA 
Washington Post 


WASHINGTON — House Republicans on 
Thursday passed legislation that would 
overhaul the U.S. tax code, a crucial step 
forward in their effort to enact the center- 
piece of President Donald Trump’s econo- 
mic agenda. 

The bill passed with 227 votes in favor and 
205 against, a comfortable margin in the 
divided chamber. Thirteen Republicans 
voted against the bill, while no Democrats 
voted for it. 

Trump and Republican leaders in Con- 
gress are aiming to pass legislation by year’s 
end that would simplify the code and deliver 
$15 trillion in tax cuts over a decade. Both the 
House and Senate bills deliver the majority 
of the cuts to corporations and wealthy 
Americans, but there are significant differ- 
ences between the bills that will have to be 
resolved. 

Passing the bill is a major victory for 


BILL, A4 


Inside The Tax Plan: 


> More than 80 percent of the bill’s overall 
cuts are for corporations, business owners 
and wealthy families who are subject to the 
federal estate tax. 


> Many households that itemize their deduc- 
tions could see immediate tax increases. 


SEXUAL MISCONDUCT ALLEGATIONS 


Franken Accused 
Of Groping Woman 


By PAUL KANE, 
AMY B WANG and 
LINDSEY BEVER 
Washington Post 


WASHINGTON — Sen. Al 
Franken, D-Minn., faced swift 
condemnation and bipartisan 
calls for an ethics investigation 
Thursday after he was accused 
of forcibly kissing and groping 
a broadcaster and model while 
traveling overseas in 2006. 

The allegations against 
Franken by Leeann Tweeden, 
who traveled with him on a 
USO trip to the Middle East 


swell of accusations of sexual 
misconduct by men in power- 
ful positions. 

Beloved by liberals for his 
fierce attacks on President 
Donald Trump, Franken found 
few defenders as Senate Major- 
ity Leader Mitch McConnell, 
R-Ky., and Senate Minority 
Leader Charles Schumer, NY., 
called for the ethics committee 
to investigate his actions. 

“Sexual harassment is never 
acceptable and must not be 
tolerated,” Schumer said in a 
statement. 

Members of the ethics com- 


MARK MIRKO | MMIRKO@COURANT.COM 


LT. GOV. NANCY WYMAN, at a news conference, explained 


Wyman Decides Not To Run 


Leaves Wide-Open Field In 2018 Gubernatorial Race 


By DANIELA ALTIMARI 
and CHRISTOPHER KEATING 


dnaltimari@courant.com 


Lt. Gov. Nancy Wyman announced 
Thursday that she will not run for 
governor in 2018 — leaving a wide open 
field of less well-known candidates. 


= STATE POLITICS =— 


The 71-year-old Democrat ended 
months of questions and speculation by 
saying she will not be a candidate in a 
huge array of Republicans and Democrats 
who are seeking to succeed Gov. Dannel P. 
Malloy in the 2018 election. 

Many insiders had believed for months 
that Wyman would not run, but she 
repeatedly refused to reveal her inten- 


before he was elected to the tions when asked by reporters from The 


Senate, comes amid a growing 


her decision not to run for governor by saying, “It had nothing to 
do with Dan Malloy.” She said her decision was related to family. 


FRANKEN, A4 


Gun Bill Proposed 

Anew bipartisan bill co-sponsored by 
U.S. Sens. Chris Murphy and Richard 
Blumenthal penalizes federal 
agencies that fail to report records to 
the FBI’s National Instant Criminal 
Background Check System and 
incentivizes states to submit records 
by giving those that do preference for 
federal grants. Connecticut, Page B1 


Moore Lashes Out 


Republican Senate candidate Roy 


Obama Visits Hartford 


Michelle Obama offered advice on 
how to live in the Trump era toa 
packed house at The Bushnell Center 
for the Performing Arts. “Focus on 
what you can control,” she said. 
Connecticut, Page B1 


BUSARELL 


Most Valuable Players 
The Astros’ Jose Altuve won the 
American League MVP award 
Thursday, towering over New York 
Yankees slugger Aaron Judge by a 
wide margin, while the Marlins’ 
Giancarlo Stanton won the NL MVP, 
edging Joey Votto of the Cincinnati 
Reds in the closest vote since 1979. 
Sports, Page Cl 
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Moore and his supporters lashed out She Hartford Courant Go: 

at his accusers in a news conference 71117 

in which he refused to answer any IAAL ait 
questions. World & Nation, Page A3 6 04209 002003 
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Wheels For 
Wishes ssr 


Make-A-Wish® 
Connecticut 


Free Vehicle Pickup AMY WHERE 

"We Accec? All ¥ehicles Running or Mot 
“We Also Accept Boats, Motorcycles & RVs 
*Fully Tax Deductible 


WheelsForWishes.org ` Call: (860) 249-8967 


* Wheels For Wishes is a DBA of Car Donation Foundation. 


